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The last year as NASLR President has been exciting, interesting and challenging in many ways. 
The planning of the annual conference takes considerable time from start to finish and I leaned on 
many people along the way for advice and assistance. Thank you to the NASLR Executive    
Committee, NASLR PRE Committee and the Conference Planning Committee for all of the time, 
effort and heavy lifting you did to help make the conference so successful. To the 2024           
Conference attendees - thank you for your participation and I hope that you learned something, 
gained insight or took back an idea or two to use in your own program. 

As Iôve stated in previous messages, NASLR only works with engagement and participation from 
its members and the organization can only be as strong as those who volunteer their time to make 
it work and continue to evolve and move forward. We gained two new (returning) member states 
this past year and retained thirteen states. This is what we need to continue ï we need to grow our 
membership and expand our network of volunteers within the organization. We do that by   
providing value to our members throughout the year, but especially with the annual conference 
where innovative reclamation ideas are presented and exchanged. 

Piggybacking on my predecessors, we continued to make improvements to the NASLR website 
and under newly installed NASLR President Tyler Straightôs initiative, we began hosting       
quarterly webinars for our members. This has been well received so far and itôs something that I 
hope continues. We have used the Facebook platform to share information from member states, 
from OSMRE, about the webinars and conference. These efforts have directly contributed to the 
attendance numbers at the recent conference. 

Over the course of the last few years I have had the privilege to work with some amazing, 
thoughtful and caring individuals who have been NASLR staples for a long time. Jeff Meitrott 
and Simone Rodriguez have both held the (almost thankless) position of Secretary/Treasurer in 
the last several years and they both continue to be a fountain of knowledge on the history and past 
practices of the organization. Their input during my year as president was invaluable and I cannot 
thank them enough for the patience and kindness they showed me. 

I feel comfortable and confident that the organization is in good hands and has a good future with 
Tyler Straight at the helm. To Tyler ï best of luck as President for the next year ï the Annual  
Conference is returning to New York in October 2025 and promises to be invigorating and        
interesting. Congratulations also to the new Officers and Committee Members. 

In closing, please consider volunteering your time and talents to NASLR, to consider nominating 
one of your projects or sites or a colleague for one of our awards and to share the information 
about our scholarship opportunity. NASLR needs you. 

Thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to lead this organization. I will fondly remember 
this time and I will treasure the memories and friendships made during this journey. Thank you 
one and all for being a part of NASLR and helping to move the organization forward. 

Sincerely, 

Vickie 



 

 

 

Hello from New York!  I am Tyler Straight, your 2024-2025 NASLR                 
President.  Compared to past presidents I am a ñyoung gunò in the reclamation field 
and newcomer to NASLR. I have been with the New York State Department of  
Environmental Conservationôs Mined Land Reclamation program since 2019, the 
first three of which was in the Region 9 Allegany office and since May 2022 in the 
Region 4 Schenectady office. I had the pleasure of attending the 2020 and 2021 
NASLR virtual conference and I became active in NASLR on the PRE-Committee 
after attending the 2022 conference in Albany. My goals as President are to        
continue the great work that has been done before me, bring more states into the  
association, and most important to me make NASLR as beneficial as possible for 
its members. Last year we started quarterly webinars and overhauled the NASLR 
website which now includes new content such as Past Conferences page         
showcasing all of our past conferences and the Jobs in Reclamation page that    
provides resources to individuals interested in working in state land                    
reclamation. Your new NASLR Executive Committee:  Past-President Vickie 
Broomhead (IL), Vice-President Andrew Whisnant (LA), Secretary-Treasurer 
Simone Rodriguez (NY), Executive Secretary Jeff Meitrott (PA), members      
Brandon Brown (IL) and Shawna Riddle (NC), and the PRE-Committee led by 
Kristi Dodson has been working hard to keep the association running.  Iôd like to 
thank Simone and Jeff for their continued service and dedication to NASLR ï  
without them the continued success of the association would not be possible!  I 
hope you all enjoyed the conference in Illinois, many thanks to Vickie and the      
Illinois team for putting on an excellent conference.  As a non-coal state              
reclamationist it was very interesting to visit an active coal mine and go              
underground.  It was a good reminder of the important work that is done to produce 
the electricity that powers our homes.  Currently, we are in the planning stages of 
the 2025 conference that will be September 29th thru October 2nd in Alexandria 
Bay, NY in New Yorkôs Thousand Island Region.  More to come on that later.  

Here's to a great year! 

Tyler 



 

 

 
The 52nd Annual NASLR Conference was 
held October 8-10, 2024 at Walkerôs Bluff  
Casino Resort in Carterville, Illinois. The   
conference attracted 70 in-person attendees 
from Oregon, New York, Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Missouri,   
Indiana, Arkansas, and Illinois. Forty-six     
virtual attendees tuned in from multiple states 
as well, including Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, New York, 
and Illinois. 
 
NASLR welcomed 12 unique presentations 
along our theme of Reclamation to Recreation 
over the day and a half-long conference. On 
Wednesday, October 9th, the in-person         
attendees hopped on two busses to tour an active           
underground coal mine, an active surface coal mine, an 
AML reclaimed site and a State Fish and Wildlife Area 
created on former surface coal mined land. 
 
On Tuesday evening, NASLR invited Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources Director Natalie Phelps Finnie to 
give the keynote address during the Awards Banquet. 
NASLR presented awards for Coal Mine Reclamation, 
Non-coal Reclamation and a Scholarship recipient. 
 
On Thursday, after conclusion of the conference       
presentations, the NASLR business meeting was held over 
a working lunch. During the business meeting the incom-
ing President, Tyler Straight was seated into his new        
position and a nomination and election for new committee members and officers was held. Members in attendance 
at the business meeting did not propose any new business and there were no amendments to the NASLR             
Constitution or By-Laws. 



 

 



 

 

4ÈÅ άΪάή .!3,2 #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ !×ÁÒÄÓ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ βȟ άΪάήȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ        

ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËÉÎÇȟ ÃÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÌÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ             

ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ǢÅÌÄ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ  4ÈÅ .!3,2 #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ 

#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÅØÔÅÎÄ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ )$.2 $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ .ÁÔÁÌÉÅ 0ÈÅÌÐÓ &ÉÎÎÉÅȟ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ 

ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÒÅÍÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ !×ÁÒÄÓ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȦ 

4ÈÅ άΪάή .!3,2 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ !×ÁÒÄ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ -ÏÈÓÅÎ 2ÁÂÂÁÎÉȟ Á 0È$ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÉÎ -ÉÎÅÒÁÌ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ .ÅÖÁÄÁȟ 2ÅÎÏȢ  -ÏÈÓÅÎ ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÌÁÉÍ ÌÁÎÄÓ ÄÅÇÒÁÄÅÄ ÂÙ  

ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÍÉÎÅÒÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

ÌÁÎÄÓ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅȢ  (ÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ %ÎÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ  

ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ Á ÄÕÁÌ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÈÙÔÏÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÙÔÏÒÅÍÅÄÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ 

ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÕÐ ÓÏÉÌ ÃÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ .!,32 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ !×ÁÒÄ ÏÆ ΗάΪΪΪȢΪΪ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 

-ÏÈÓÅÎȭÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÁÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȢ   

4ÈÅ άΪάή .!3,2 /ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ !×ÁÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÁÒÙ 7ÅÌÌÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÙÓÔÏÎÅ 1ÕÁÒÒÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ ÆÏÒ ÅØÅÍÐÌÁÒÙ 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÆÕÌ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ +ÅÙÓÅÒ 2ÏÁÄ 1ÕÁÒÒÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ *ÅǟÅÒÓÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ .Å× 9ÏÒËȢ  +ÅÙÓÅÒ 2ÏÁÄ 

1ÕÁÒÒÙ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÁÓ Á άΰȢΰ-ÁÃÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÌÉÍÅÓÔÏÎÅ ÁÇÇÒÅÇÁÔÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÎ Ï×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎ άΪΪΪȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÏÎÅȢ  2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÎ άΪάέ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ 

ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ Á ÓÐÁÃÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÓȢ   4ÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÂÏÁÓÔÓ Á ËÁÙÁË ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÒÁÍÐȟ ÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ǢÓÈÉÎÇ 

ÐÌÁÔÆÏÒÍÓȟ Á ÃÁÍÐÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÎÅ ÁÍÐÈÉÔÈÅÁÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÓÅÁÔÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ -ÒȢ 7ÅÌÌÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ 

ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 0ÅÎÎÓÙÌÖÁÎÉÁ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÉÎ .Å× 9ÏÒËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÏÒË ×ÁÓ 

ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÎÅ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÒÙȦ   

 

+ÅÙÓÅÒ 2ÏÁÄ 1ÕÁÒÒÙ ɀ "ÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÆÔÅÒ 2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ 



 

 

 

4ÈÅ άΪάή .!3,2 #ÏÁÌ 2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ -ÏÎÔÙ 0ÁÒËÅ ÏÆ 0ÅÁÂÏÄÙ -ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ -ÉÎÉÎÇȟ ,,# 

ÆÏÒ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÒÍÉÌÉÏÎ 'ÒÏÖÅ -ÉÎÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 6ÅÒÍÉÌÉÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ )ÌÌÉÎÏÉÓȢ  4ÈÅ        

6ÅÒÍÉÌÉÏÎ 'ÒÏÖÅ -ÉÎÅ ÉÓ Á ήΫέ-ÁÃÒÅ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÌÌÁÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ $ÅÃ 

άΪΪΫ ÔÏ -ÁÒÃÈ άΪΪγȢ   4ÈÅ ÐÒÅ-ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÒÏ× ÃÒÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ 

ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÆÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔȟ ÄÅÅÐ×ÁÔÅÒ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ 

ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȢ  )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ββ-ÁÃÒÅ ÒÅÆÕÓÅ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÉÍÉÔ ÁÎÙ  

ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÒÉÓË ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÅÒÍ ÓÌÕÒÒÙ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ ÂÙ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÆÉÌÔÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á 

ÍÕÃÈ ÓÍÁÌÌÅÒ ÒÅÆÕÓÅ ÆÏÏÔÐÒÉÎÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÅÎȢ  !Î ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅÄ ÓÏÉÌ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÐÌÁÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÕÓÅ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ 

ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎÆÉÌÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÖÅÒȢ   #ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÒÍÉÌÉÏÎ 'ÒÏÖÅ -ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÁÂÏÄÙ ÆÏÒ              

ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȦ 

4ÈÅ άΪάή .ÏÎ-#ÏÁÌ 2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -Ã#ÏÙ 2ÏÃË 1ÕÁÒÒÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ 2ÁÎÃÈ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÌÉÎÔ (ÉÌÌÓ ÎÅÁÒ !ÌÍÁȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ Ϋήȱ ÔÈÉÃË ÌÉÍÅÓÔÏÎÅ ÂÌÏÃËÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÌÌÓȟ 

ÈÏÍÅ ÖÅÎÅÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ ÔÏÐÓȢ  /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÉÎÉÍÁÌÉÓÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈȟ ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ 

ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÃÒÅÁÇÅ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÓÏÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÐÓÏÉÌ ÁÓ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÏÔÔÏ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -Ã#ÏÙ 2ÏÃË 1ÕÁÒÒÙ ×ÁÓ Ȱ!Ó 'ÏÏÄ ÏÒ "ÅÔÔÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ 

ÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄȢ  2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ 

ÓÈÏ×ÃÁÓÅÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌÌÙ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÃÏÎÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȢ  

  

 

6ÅÒÍÉÌÉÏÎ 'ÒÏÖÅ -ÉÎÅ ɀ "ÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÆÔÅÒ 2ÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ  



 

 


